512	POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY
of minerals than any other country, as we saw in Chapter XIV, and the
Soviet Republic comes next. Large countries have the further advantage
of enjoying free trade with more people than do small countries. One
of Europe's greatest difficulties is its thousands of custom houses. An-
other advantage is that, other things being equal, large countries which
have a large population are well represented by their own governments
in foreign countries, so that their rights and privileges are well cared for.
On the other hand, large countries are much more likely than small
ones to suffer from internal friction. They often include within their bor-
ders people who differ radically in race, language, religion, and habits.
Such differences caused the old Austrian Empire to go to pieces after the
first World War. Even if the people are everywhere similar in a large
country, they are likely to have diverse interests because they live in dif-
ferent kinds of environments. Collectors of wild rubber in the Amazon
basin have very different interests from those of coffee planters in the
south of Brazil. An industrial half of a nation may have interests strongly
opposed to those of an agricultural half, as was notably the case in England
two or three generations ago. A backward section may prevent a pro-
gressive section from trying new methods, as happened in China when
the south wanted a republic but the north supported the old monarchy.
A poverty-stricken section may be a constant expense to the taxpayers
of a more prosperous section, as has happened more than once in the
United States. Comparative unity of occupations, ideals, and mode of
. life makes such occurrences rare in small countries, and thus is a great
advantage.
Size and Independence
The degree to which countries of different sizes are able to retain
their independence is illustrated by the table of areas in the Statistical
Yearboof^ of the League of Nations. Before Germany took Austria
in 1938 that book listed 207 governmental units, 66 of which were self-
governing either as independent countries, or as parts of the British
Empire. The remaining 141 were colonies or dependencies. The per-
centages in the following table show that the large units were far more
likely than the small ones to be independent.
•
A rea in Square Kilometers	Number	Percentage
(1000 km. = approximately 400 sy. mi.)	of Units	Self-governing
Under 10,000		67	12
10,000 to 100,000		52	27
100,000 to 400,000		40	43
Above 400,000		48	56

